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coming to the aid of the latter. The Queen of Prussia and the young prince Lewis, nephew of the King, with a view of deciding him to make common cause with Prussia and Austria, invited the Emperor Alexander to come to Berlin, in the hope that his presence would induce Frederick William to make up his mind.
So, on October 25, Alexander arrived in the capital of Prussia. He was received with enthusiasm by the Queen, the Prince, and the party of war with France. The King of Prussia, himself attacked on every side, allowed himself to be persuaded, but with the condition, suggested by the old Prince of Brunswick and Count von Haugwitz, that his army should not take the field until it was seen how the war on the Danube turned out. This partial adhesion did not satisfy either the Emperor Alexander or the Queen of Prussia, but they could not for the moment obtain anything more definite. A melodramatic scene was played at Potsdam when the King of Prussia and the Emperor of Russia, descending by torchlight into the sepulchral vaults of the palace, in presence of the whole Court, swore eternal friendship on the tomb of Frederick the Great, which did not prevent Alexander, eighteen months afterwards, from accepting and incorporating in the Russian Empire a Prussian province, which Napoleon gave him by the treaty of Tilsit, and that in presence of his unfortunate friend, Frederick William. After this ceremony the Emperor of Russia repaired to Moravia, to place himself at the head of his armies; while Napoleon advanced by great strides towards, and soon took possession of, the capital of Austria.
On learning the vacillation of the King of Prussia, and the nature of the treaty of Potsdam, Napoleon, wishing to get the Russians off his hands before the Prussians could make up their minds, marched to meet the former at Briinn, to which place we will now return.
It has long been said, and truly, that ambassadors are chartered spies. The King of Prussia, as news of fresh victories won by Napoleon came in every day, and it was desirable to know what view he might safely take with regard to the superior position of the belligerents, thought proper to send his minister, Von Haugwitz, to the French
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